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This timely book explores the wisdom of the Gnostic Jesus, who challenges our preconceptions

about the world and ourselves. Based on the Gospel of Thomas, the book recounts the missing

years in Jesusâ€™ life and his time in Egypt and India, learning from Egyptian secret societies, then

Buddhist schools, then Hindu Vedanta. Each of Jesus' original sayings is the "seed" for a chapter of

the book; each examines one aspect of life &#151; birth, death, love, fear, anger, and more &#151;

counterpointed by Oshoâ€™s penetrating comments and responses to questions from his audience.
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Osho was a spiritual teacher active in both India and the United States. He died in 1990.Osho (also

known as Bhagwan) became controversial due to his provocative and frivolous behaviour. On

Youtube, there are several clips showing Osho spouting expensive wrist watches (probably quite

deliberately), cracking lewd jokes, or claiming that alcohol is allowed at his ashram, since alcohol is

vegetarian! His message sounds very "hippie", almost libertarian or libertine.This book, by contrast,

shows Osho in a surprisingly somber and intellectual mood. He does crack jokes from time to time,

usually featuring the Muslim satirical character Mulla Nasruddin, but overall, he sounds more

serious in "The Mustard Seed" than he does on Youtube. He also sounds less libertine than in some

of his other written works."The Mustard Seed" is a collection of talks, recorded and later written

down by Osho's followers. Since the Osho International Foundation wants to put forward Osho's

message as timeless, none of the speeches are dated. This is a problem, since the Osho



movement did change over the years. Periodically, it was more closed and cultish, and at other

times, more open. At least critical readers would want to know the context of Osho's remarks.The

contents of the book are far-reaching. Frankly, the man speaks about everything! The main theme is

how to reach spiritual enlightenment, that "God" is within each of us, that we can find "God" if only

we let go of worldly desires and seek fulfilment through meditation. Osho claims that this was the

original message of Jesus, and attempts to prove this by quoting and interpreting the Gospel of

Thomas, a Gnostic apocryphon not included in the official Christian Bible.
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